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Farm  market  news  broadcasts  are  featured  regularly  by  slightly  more  radio 
and  television  stations  than  ever  before,  according  to  a  survey  of  all  HjOHO 
stations  made  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Of  the  2,10li  radio  sta- 
tions replying  in  the  survey,  1,58k  indicated  they  feature  market  news,  mostly 
on  a  daily  basis,  as  did  169  of  the  3U3  television  stations  replying.  This  is 
a  slight  increase  over  1958 f  the  year  of  the  last  survey,  when  l,k72  radio  sta- 
tions and  16^  TV  stations  reported  that  they  were  carrying  market  news. 

Broadcasters  are  supplied  with  market  reports  by  more  than  170  Government 
market  news  offices  covering  major  farm  commodities.  The  offices  are  operated 
by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  or  jointly  by  AMS  and  State  Departments 
of  Agriculture. 

USDA  has  surveyed  broadcasting  stations  every  year  or  two  for  39  years  to 
help  its  Market  News  Services  achieve  the  most  effective  dissemination  of 
their  reports.  These  surveys  also  help  to  answer  numerous  inquiries  from  far- 
mers and  others  as  to  the  availability  of  the  various  reports  on  radio  and  TV. 
During  1921,  the  first  year  of  market  news  broadcasting,  only  three  radio  sta- 
tions aired  the  reports.  Regularly  scheduled  telecasts  of  market  news  began 
in  1951*  when  only  five  TV  stations  featured  the  reports.  Broadcasting  of  mar- 
ket news  has  expanded  steadily  through  the  years. 

The  current  survey  shows  the  increasing  tendency  on  the  part  of  market 
newscasters  to  feature  short  reports,  mostly  devoted  to  commodities  of  special 
interest  in  their  own  areas  of  coverage.  Most  stations  that  carry  regular 
year-round  market  reports  also  carry  seasonal  marketing  data  whenever  available 
on  farm  commodities  of  local  interest. 

The  following  tabulations  give  details  from  the  I960  survey,  with  compar- 
ative figures  for  1958,  the  year  of  the  latest  previous  survey. 
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RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  MARKET  NEWS  BROADCASTS 


In  1958       In  I960 


RADIO: 


Total  AM  (standard  band)  stations  queried 3,229  3,H65 

Total  AM  (standard  band)  stations  replying 1,977  2,10h 

Number  of  radio  stations  reporting  regular 
broadcasts  of  agricultural  market  news 

Total 1,U72  1,58U 

By  commodities: 

Livestock,  meats  and  wool  1,3U6  1,U28 

Fruit  and  vegetables  %9k  6I4.7 

Grain  and  feed  693  733 

Dairy  and  poultry  1,00U  l,0l|8 

Cotton  278  251 

Tobacco  122  133 

Naval  stores  2k  111 

The  above  totals  include  the  following  number  of  seasonal  radio  broadcasts; 
Livestock,  1;   Fruit  and  vegetables,  57;  Grain  and  feed,  5  5  Dairy  and  poul- 
try, 3;  Cotton,  10;  Tobacco,  116. 


In  1958       In  I960 

TELEVISION: 

Total  television  stations  queried 555  575 

Total  television  stations  replying 367  3U3 

Number  of  television  stations  reporting  regular 
broadcasts  of  agricultural  market  news 

Total 165  169 

By  commodities: 

Livestock,  meats  and  wool 1)|1  lli9 

Fruit  and  vegetables ............  56  67 

Grain  and  feed 67  77 

Dairy  and  poultry 100  103 

Cotton 26  lU 

Tobacco 8  13 

Naval  stores 0  1 
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RADIO 


TELEVISION 


NUMBER  OF 

STATIONS  CARRYING 

NUMBER  OF 

STATIONS  CARRYING 

STATIONS 

MARKET  NEWS 

STATIONS 

MARKET  NEWS 

REPORTING 
5U 

BROADCASTS 

REPORTING 
8 

TELECASTS 

Alabama 

U3 

5 

Alaska 

9 

0 

h 

0 

Arizona 

31 

19 

h 

0 

Arkansas 

la 

37 

2 

2 

California 

138 

73 

25 

8 

Colorado 

35 

30 

2 

0 

Connecticut 

12 

U 

2 

1 

Delaware 

5 

5 

0 

0 

Dist.  of  Col. 

5 

1 

2 

0 

Florida 

93 

52 

10 

6 

Georgia 

83 

75 

8 

2 

Hawaii 

12 

i 

u 

1 

Idaho 

25 

20 

k 

1 

Illinois 

67 

$9 

Hi 

7 

Indiana 

U7 

111 

16 

10 

Iowa 

51 

U5 

10 

9 

Kansas 

37 

3U 

6 

5 

Kentucky 

^ 

h9 

u 

U 

Louisiana 

28 

23 

1 

l 

Maine 

16 

8 

u 

l 

Maryland 

16 

11 

3 

0 

Massachusetts 

25 

15 

3 

l 

Michigan 

71 

U5 

13 

6 

Minnesota 

U8 

U2 

9 

U 

Mississippi 

37 

31 

U 

3 

Missouri 

63 

S9 

12 

9 

Montana 

28 

23 

5 

2 

Nebraska 

30 

27 

6 

5 

Nevada 

11 

6 

3 

1 

New  Hampshire 

6 

2 

0 

0 

New  Jersey 

15 

9 

l 

0 

New  Mexico 

16 

Hi 

3 

2 

New  York 

66 

U6 

13 

3 

North  Carolina 

67 

51 

7 

5 

North  Dakota 

Hi 

13 

7 

6 

Ohio 

69 

% 

22 

8 

Oklahoma 

27 

2k 

2 

1 

Oregon 

61 

U2 

k 

1 

Pennsylvania 

7U 

U6 

12 

5 

Rhode  Island 

7 

h 

2 

0 

South  Carolina 

5o 

ia 

6 

k 

South  Dakota 

15 

15 

7 

5 

Tennessee 

78 

61i 

9 

6 

Texas 

113 

97 

16 

9 

Utah 

19 

10 

5 

1 

Vermont 

6 

U 

1 

0 

Virginia 

63 

51 

8 

5 

Washington 

63 

1*0 

12 

6 

West  Virginia 

22 

n 

u 

l 

Wisconsin 

63 

51 

13 

7 

Wyoming 

17 

15 

1 

0 

2,10U 


1,581* 


3U3 


169 
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NUMBER  OF  RADIO  STATIONS  THAT  REPORTED  MARKET  NEWS  BROADCASTS, 
BY  COMMODITIES,  BY  STATES 


LIVESTOCK, 

FRUIT  & 

GRAIN  & 

DAIRY  & 

COTTON 

TOBACCO 

NAVAL 

MEATS,  WOOL 
U2 

VEG. 

FEED 
12 

POULTRY 
31* 

3 

STORES 

Alabama 

31 

20 

2 

Alaska 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Arizona 

17 

8 

7 

7 

6 

0 

0 

Arkansas 

36 

18 

18 

33 

16 

0 

0 

California 

63 

UO 

38 

51 

15 

0 

0 

Colorado 

30 

7 

16 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Connecticut 

2 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Delaware 

U 

h 

1 

U 

0 

0 

0 

Dist.  of  Col. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Florida 

39 

U7 

2 

29 

12 

5 

2 

Georgia 

70 

65 

11 

63 

32 

13 

5 

Hawaii 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Idaho 

19 

7 

13 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Illinois 

58 

10 

Ul 

36 

3 

0 

0 

Indiana 

Uo 

5 

31 

22 

0 

2 

0 

Iowa 

Ui 

7 

3U 

31 

2 

0 

0 

Kansas 

31 

5 

2k 

15 

1 

1 

0 

Kentucky 

bU 

7 

16 

29 

0 

27 

0 

Louisiana 

22 

Hi 

8 

15 

11 

0 

0 

Maine 

3 

8 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Maryland 

9 

7 

6 

11 

0 

U 

0 

Massachusetts 

7 

12 

2 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Michigan 

39 

17 

21 

28 

0 

0 

0 

Minnesota 

Ul 

u 

31 

23 

0 

0 

0 

Mississippi 

25 

11 

7 

22 

18 

2 

1 

Missouri 

56 

7 

38 

32 

11 

0 

0 

Montana 

23 

1 

12 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Nebraska 

27 

0 

18 

21 

0 

0 

0 

Nevada 

5 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

New  Hampshire 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

New  Jersey 

1 

U 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

New  Mexico 

12 

1 

5 

3 

5 

0 

0 

New  York 

23 

25 

5 

32 

0 

0 

0 

North  Carolina 

U7 

28 

18 

hi 

12 

18 

0 

North  Dakota 

13 

1 

12 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Ohio 

53 

17 

3H 

ui 

0 

2 

0 

Oklahoma 

2U 

5 

17 

17 

8 

0 

0 

Oregon 

36 

25 

17 

29 

1 

0 

0 

Pennsylvania 

U2 

27 

19 

38 

0 

0 

0 

Rhode  Island 

3 

h 

1 

h 

0 

0 

0 

South  Carolina 

38 

33 

16 

33 

13 

17 

3 

South  Dakota 

15 

2 

10 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Tennessee 

$9 

m 

31 

U2 

17 

22 

1 

Texas 

96 

39 

U9 

58 

U6 

0 

0 

Utah 

10 

3 

5 

6 

1 

0 

0 

Vermont 

2 

U 

0 

U 

0 

0 

0 

Virginia 

U7 

20 

27 

Uo 

1 

11 

0 

Washington 

35 

25 

25 

26 

0 

0 

0 

West  Virginia 

10 

10 

6 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Wisconsin 

5o 

10 

19 

U2 

0 

5 

0 

Wyoming 

15 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1,1*28 


6U7 


733 


1,0U8 


251 


133 
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NUMBER  OF  TELEVISION  STATIONS  THAT  REPORTED  MARKET  NEWS  BROADCASTS, 

BY  COMMODITIES,  BY  STATES 


LIVESTOCK, 

FRUIT  & 

GRAIN  & 

DAIRY  & 

COTTON 

TOBACCO 

NAVAL 

MEATS,  WOOL 
5 

VEG. 

FEED 
0 

POULTRY 
5 

STORES 

Alabama 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Alaska 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Arizona 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Arkansas 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

California 

5 

8 

k 

5 

3 

0 

0 

Colorado 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Connecticut 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Delaware 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dist.  of  Col. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Florida 

h 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Georgia 

l 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Hawaii 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Idaho 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Illinois 

7 

1 

$ 

U 

0 

0 

0 

Indiana 

10 

3 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

Iowa 

9 

0 

7 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Kansas 

5 

1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Kentucky 

h 

1 

2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

Louisiana 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

0 

0 

Maine 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Maryland 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Massachusetts 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Michigan 

k 

3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Minnesota 

h 

l 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Mississippi 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

Missouri 

8 

2 

3 

3 

-  0 

0 

0 

Montana 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Nebraska 

5 

0 

U 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Nevada 

l 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Hampshire 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Jersey 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Mexico 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  York 

2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

North  Carolina 

3 

3 

0 

3 

1 

3 

0 

North  Dakota 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ohio 

7 

h 

3 

7 

0 

0 

.0 

Oklahoma 

1 

0 

l 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Oregon 

1 

1 

l 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pennsylvania 

u 

3 

l 

U 

0 

0 

0 

Rhode  Island 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

South  Carolina 

u 

h 

3 

2 

3 

3 

0 

South  Dakota 

5 

0 

h 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tennessee 

6 

2 

3 

5 

2 

2 

0 

Texas 

8 

h 

h 

5 

2 

0 

0 

Utah 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Vermont 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Virginia 

5 

3 

3 

5 

0 

2 

0 

Washington 

5 

k 

U 

5 

0 

0 

0 

West  Virginia 

l 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wisconsin 

7 

1 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Wyoming 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1U9 


67 


77 


103 


111 
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Through  a  network  of  more  than  170  market  news  field  offices,  the  Agri- 
cultural Marketing  Service,  in  cooperation  with  many  of  the  State  Departments 
of  Agriculture,  gathers  and  distributes  market  news  on  supply,  demand,  quality 
prices  and  movement  of  farm' products.  Trading  is  reported  at  major  terminal 
markets,  and  in  important  production  and  shipping  areas.  The  service  covers 
all  of  the  major  farm  commodities. 

Market  news  reaches  the  public  by  radio,  television,  press,  wire  news 
services,  telegraph,  telephone,  and  by  direct  mail.  Some  offices,  however, 
no  longer  mail  reports  because  distribution  through  other  and  quicker  news 
media  is  more  effective.  Some  market  news  broadcasts  are  handled  locally  by 
USDA  offices  by  remote  control,  and  some  market  news  programs  are  televised 
by  USDA  market  reporters  from  local  stations. 

Market  News  Offices; 

A  listing  of  the  market  news  offices  and  the  reports  which  they  publish 
is  carried  in  PERIODIC  REPORTS  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  AMS-U8, 
issued  by  the  Marketing  Information  Division,  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  This  publication 
also  includes  information  on  the  crop  and  livestock  group  of  reports,  and  the 
outlook  and  situation  reports  issued  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

Area  Information  Offices: 

The  Area  Offices  of  the  Marketing  Information  Division  prepare  daily  and 
weekly  summaries  of  commodity  market  news  for  wire  distribution  by  press  asso- 
ciations to  radio  and  television  stations,  with  reports  furnished  direct  to 
many  radio  and  TV  stations.  These  offices  also  maintain  liaison  with  other 
Federal  and  State  agencies,  and  provide  information  on  other  services  and  pro- 
grams of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

Northeast  Area— Daniel  A.  Alfieri,  3U6  Broadway,  Rm.  621;,  New  York  13,  N.  Y. 
Southeast  Area — Arthur  W.  Susott,  50  Seventh  St.,  N.E.,  Rm.23°,  Atlanta  23,  Ga. 
Southwest  Area — Harold  C.  Bryson,  Rm.  U08,  708  Jackson  St.,  Dallas  2,  Texas 
Midwest  Area  — John  C.  Baker,  £36  So.  Clark  St.,  Chicago  5,  111. 
Western  Area  — Jas.  Stanley  Livingstone,  6 30  Sansome  St.,  Rm.  702, 

San  Francisco  li,  Calif, 
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